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be well underſtood. 
6. For the Crowite, of uſcful Matter 
from the Text, one Way is to deduee one 


or more Doctrinal Propoſitions from it: 


Fach of which Propoſitions may (if there 
be Occaſion) be a little explained, to guard 
againſt miſtakes; and then aun from 
Scripture or Reaſon, or both.. 0 
Sometimes it may be proper from it 


to raiſe material Queſtions; the Anſwer 


to each of which muſt conſiſt of one or 
more diſtinct Propoſitions; each Propa- 
ſition to be a little explained (as-Ocea- 
fon ſhall be) and then proven) from r- 
ure or Reaſon, or both. 

8. Or ſometimes it may be proper to di- 
vide the Text into its Parts; and from each 
part (almoſt as if it were a diſtinct Text) 


to raiſe and eſtabliſh. Doctrinal Propoſitions, 


to be explained and proved, as is ben 
mentioned; but in a ſhorter Way. 

9. From each Doctrine, thus plant 
and proved, proper Inferences are to be 


drawn, either for the confirming of ſome 
Point of Faith, or the enforcing of ſome 


Rule of Practice. Which Inferences may 


alſo be farther explained and proved, as 
there ſhall be Occaſion, 


10. Sometimes it may be beſt ima; 
„ \ * 


briefly be . that the Text may Y 
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ately to . * Inference to its reſp oy 
ive Doctrine, from whence it is Geddes, 
or ſometimes to reſerve them all for the 
"Concluſion of your Diſcourſe. 
11. The beſt Concluſion of a Sermon i ls 
to leave a ſtrong Impreſſion of ſome parti. 
. chlar Chriſtian Duty upon the Minds of | 
your hearers: To which it may ſometime 
be very uſeful to ſubjoin two or three Pruden- 
tial Rules for the better putting it in practice. 
12, I have given you my cleareſt 
thoughts of the Way of compoſing a Ser. 


CN) +> apy poquy — e . ey id oe 


or that particular Method. Always chooſe 
-a proper ſubject; and whatever Method 
occurs to your thoughts, purſue it; pro- 
vided it be clear, Method is certainly of 
great Uſe both to the Preacher and Hear- 
ers: But 1 have heard and read good 
Sermons that have not been n Me 
thodical. 

13. Before you ſit 48 to write your 
Sermon, draw up a ſhort Scheme of all 
the Heads of it in their proper Order, 
This will not take up much Time, and will 
make the Compoſition very much the eaſter, 

14. The beſt Sermon will loſe much of 
its Force, if it be not well delivered. Let 
your Delivery be very diſtin, that not 


one Word me be loſt, Some things: Ie 
quit 


SD E 7 J 5 : . 3 oy g N WM 
quire a quicker Pronunciation than others: 
But nothing ſhould be ſpoken languidly or 
negligently from the Pulpit, I can give 


you no better Rule than this: Speak as one 


| who is in earneſt, and deſires that all he 
ſays may be both underſtood and believed: 
But take care to avoid every thing, in your 
Expreſſions, pronunciation, and Geſture, 


that any way looks like Affectation, or 
Singularity, 1 5 


15, To make you an ufelul Preacher, 
take care to ſtore up good Notions in your 
Mind, by ſtudying the Holy Scriptures and 


Books of Morality and Practical Divinity. 
Theſe things command and teach.—— Give 
Attendance to Reading. Neglect not ibe 
Gift that is in thee. ——— Meditate upon theſe 
Things ; give thyſelf wholly io them, — 
Take heed to thyſelf, and to thy Doctrine; 


Continue in them : For in doing this, thou 
| ſhalt both ſave thyſelf, and them that hear 


ihee, 1 Tim. iv. 11. &c. 
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